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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 

(1)206 in Fig. 2. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to 
the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 
37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the examiner does not accept the changes, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

(1) page 6, line 17, "system 3." should be - system 3 (206) -; 

(2) page 7, line 1 1 , "event eO is" should be - event eo is --; 
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(3) page 8, line 2, "for display." should be - for display (410). ~. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 12 and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

(1 ) claim 1 2, line 6, "client" should be - client; -; 

(2) claim 21, line 7, "client" should be - client; --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 11 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Teng et al. (US Patent 6,327045). 

(1) regarding claim 1: 

Teng et al. disclose a feedback component, comprising: 

means adapted to receive a status message from a spooler (column 8, lines 14- 
17, where the server scripting component receives the status message); 
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means adapted to receive a signal from an image output system, the image 
output system communicatively coupled to the spooler (column 8, lines 17-20, where 
the spooler receives a signal from the printer); 

means adapted to send a job state message to a network client in 
communication with the spooler, wherein the job state is at least one of the group 
consisting of the status message and the signal (column 8, lines 22-33, where the 
information is being send to a user which is being interpreted as the network client); and 

means adapted to translate the job state message to a format compatible with 
the network client (column 7, lines 10-15 and 29-32, where the status messages are 
being sent in a text format, understandable by the network client). 

(2) regarding claim 2 and 14: 

Teng et al. further disclose means adapted to register with the spooler's 
application programming interface (column 8, lines 14-17, where the server scripting 
component receives the status message and is well know in the art that the feedback 
component has to register with the API as shown in paragraph [0029], lines 3-6, where 
the print server consists of among other parts a spooler). 

(2) regarding claims 3 and 15: 

Teng et al. further disclose wherein the status message is a text message 
(column 7, lines 29-32). 

(3) regarding claim 11: 
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Teng et al. further disclose wherein the feedback component comprises 
computer readable instructions stored on a computer readable medium (column 4, lines 
29-36). 

(4) regarding claim 13: 

Teng et al. further disclose a method for providing continuous feedback from a 
printing system, comprising the steps of: 

monitoring the printing system (column 7, lines 61-67 and column 8, line 1, where 
the two components of a network client and a printer constitute a printing system); 

receiving a status update (column 7, lines 61-67 and column 8, line 1, and 
column 8, line 14-17, where the server scripting component is being interpreted as 
receiving the status); 

converting the status update to a format compatible with a network client (column 
7, lines 10-15 and 29-32, where the status messages are being sent in a text format, 
understandable by the network client); and 

sending the status update to the client (column 8, lines 22-33, where the 
information is being send to a user which is being interpreted as the network client). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teng et 
al. (US Patent 6,327045) in view of Nishikawa et al. (US 7,064,849). 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to determine a native language for the network client. 

However, Nishikawa et al. teach means adapted to determine a native language 
for the network client (column 9, lines 61-67, where it is being determined what 
language should be the one for displaying a message). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to determine a native language for the 
network client as taught by Nishikawa et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this, the 
system makes sure that the person at the other side of the computer can understand 
the information being displayed, thus making the system more user friendly. 

8. Claims 5-6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Teng et al. (US Patent 6,327045) in view of Bourbonnais et al. (US Patent 
6,338,033). 

(1 ) regarding claims 5 and 6: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to filter the job status message so that only a selected job status message is 
sent to the network client. 

However, Bourbonnais et al. teach means adapted to filter the job status 
message so that only a selected job status message is sent to the network client 
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(column 5, lines 65-67, where the filter is doing the job of showing only the desired 
messages). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to filter the job status message so that 
only a selected job status message is sent to the network client as taught by 
Bourbonnais et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this the user of the system would 
have many options from which he would elect the ones that he or she prefers, thus 
improving the system to make of it a user friendly one. 

Regarding claim 5, "customize the job state message" is being interpreted as 
performing the same function as claim 6 does. 

(2) regarding claim 16: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except wherein the 
converting step converts the status update to a foreign language. 

However, Bourbonnais et al. teach wherein the converting step converts the 
status update to a foreign language (column 2, lines 63-65, where there is a translation 
between two language, one of them being the foreign one). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the converting step converts the status update to a 
foreign language as taught by Bourbonnais et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this, 
the system makes sure that the person at the other side of the computer can 
understand the information being displayed, thus making the system more user friendly. 
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9. Claims 7-10 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Teng et al. (US Patent 6,327045) in view of Hiroshi et al. (JP 
10289070 A, from now on all citations are being made from the Japanese translation). 

(1) regarding claims 7 and 17: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to delay sending the job status message for a first time period. 

However, Hiroshi et al. teach means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period (paragraph [0017], where there is a fixed amount of time 
to transmits status information). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period as taught by Hiroshi et al., in the system of Teng et al. 
With this the network printer can return status information to a host computer, whenever 
the printer status change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the 
system and allowing the network not to be congested with too many traffic. 

(2) regarding claims 8 and 18: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job status message is 
received before the first time period expires. 

However, Hiroshi et al. teach means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received before the first time period 
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expires (paragraph [0034], lines 1-2, where there is a predetermined second delay time 
every time a new message enters). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received before the first time period 
expires as taught by Hiroshi et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this the network 
printer can return status information to a host computer, whenever the printer status 
change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing 
the network not to be congested with too many traffic. 

(3) regarding claim 9: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job status message is 
received delays a second time period. 

However, Hiroshi et al. teach means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received delays a second time period 
(paragraph [0035], where when a new status message is received t reset the time 
counter so it would be a new time period of delay). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received delays a second time period 
as taught by Hiroshi et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this the network printer can 
return status information to a host computer in a second delay time, whenever the 
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printer status change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system 
and allowing the network not to be congested with too many traffic. 

(4) regarding claims 10 and 19: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except wherein the 
feedback component sends only the most recent status message when the second time 
period expires. 

However, Hiroshi et al. teach wherein the feedback component sends only the 
most recent status message when the second time period expires (paragraph [0034], 
lines 5-11, where the system checks if the status to be send is the same as the last 
status sent and if it is it sends it). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made wherein the feedback component sends only the most recent 
status message when the second time period expires as taught by Hiroshi et al., in the 
system of Teng et al. With this the network printer can return status information to a 
host computer, whenever the printer status change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing 
the performance of the system and allowing the network not to be congested with too 
many traffic. 

(5) regarding claim 20: 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except receiving at 
least one additional status update before a first predetermined time period expires; and 
waiting until a second predetermined time period expires; 
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wherein the sending step sends only the most recent status update to the 
network client after the second predetermined time period expires . 

However, Hiroshi et al. teach receiving at least one additional status update 
before a first predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 1-2, where 
there is a predetermined second delay time every time a new message enters); and 

waiting until a second predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0035], 
where when a new status message is received t reset the time counter so it would be a 
new time period of delay); 

wherein the sending step sends only the most recent status update to the 
network client after the second predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0034], 
lines 5-1 1 , where the system checks if the status to be send is the same as the last 
status sent and if it is it sends it). 

10. Claims 12 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Teng et al. (US Patent 6,327045) in view of Hiroshi et al. (JP 10289070 A), 
Bourbonnais et al. (US Patent 6,338,033), and Nishikawa et al. (US 7,064,849). 

Teng et al. further disclose means adapted to register with a spooler's application 
programming interface (column 8, lines 14-17, where the server scripting component 
receives the status message and is well know in the art that the feedback component 
has to register with the API as shown in paragraph [0029], lines 3-6, where the print 
server consists of among other parts a spooler); 

means adapted to receive a status message from a spooler (column 8, lines 14- 
17, where the server scripting component receives the status message); 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,378 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2609 

means adapted to receive a signal from an image output system, the image 
output system communicatively coupled to the spooler (column 8, lines 17-20, where 
the spooler receives a signal from the printer). 

means adapted to send a job state message to the network client in 
communication with the spooler, wherein the job state is at least one of the group 
consisting of the status message and the signal (column 8, lines 22-33, where the 
information is being send to a user which is being interpreted as the network client); 

means, adapted to translate the job state message to a format compatible with 
the network client (column 7, lines 10-15 and 29-32, where the status messages are 
being sent in a text format, understandable by the network client). 

Teng et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to determine a native language for a network client; 

means adapted to filter the job status message so that only a selected job status 
message is sent to the network client; 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message for a first time period; 

and 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job 
status message is received before the first time period expires, wherein the means 
adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job status message is 
received delays a second time period, and sends only the most recent status message 
when the second time period expires. 
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However, Hiroshi et al. teach means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period (paragraph [0017], where there is a fixed amount of time 
to transmits status information); and 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job 
status message is received before the first time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 
1-2, where there is a predetermined second delay time every time a new message 
enters), wherein the means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a 
second job status message is received delays a second time period (paragraph [0035], 
where when a new status message is received t reset the time counter so it would be a 
new time period of delay), and sends only the most recent status message when the 
second time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 5-11, where the system checks if 
the status to be send is the same as the last status sent and if it is it sends it). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period, means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received before the first time period 
expires wherein the means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a 
second job status message is received delays a second time, and sends only the most 
recent status message when the second time period expires period as taught by Hiroshi 
et al., in the system of Teng et al. With this the network printer can return status 
information to a host computer, whenever the printer status change (paragraph [0016]), 
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thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing the network not to be 
congested with too many traffic. 

Teng et al. and Hiroshi et al. disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to determine a native language for a network client; 

means adapted to filter the job status message so that only a selected job status 
message is sent to the network client. 

However, Nishikawa et al. teach means adapted to determine a native language 
for the network client (column 9, lines 61-67, where it is being determined what 
language should be the one for displaying a message). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to determine a native language for the 
network client as taught by Nishikawa et al., in the system of Teng et al. and Hiroshi et 
al. With this, the system makes sure that the person at the other side of the computer 
can understand the information being displayed, thus making the system more user 
friendly. 

Teng et al., Hiroshi et al. and Nishikawa et al. disclose all the subject matter as 
described above except means adapted to filter the job status message so that only a 
selected job status message is sent to the network client. 

However, Bourbonnais et al. teach means adapted to filter the job status 
message so that only a selected job status message is sent to the network client 
(column 5, lines 65-67, where the filter is doing the job of showing only the desired 
messages). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to filter the job status message so that 
only a selected job status message is sent to the network client as taught by 
Bourbonnais et al., in the system of Teng et al., Hiroshi et al. and Nishikawa et al. With 
this the user of the system would have many options from which he would elect the 
ones that he or she prefers, thus improving the system to make of it a user friendly one. 



Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lennin R. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1678. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30am - 
5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shuwang Liu can be reached on (571) 272-3036. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Lennin Rodriguez 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



